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TRIBUTE TO DAN NEELEY

HON. DALE E. KILDEE 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, September 4, 2002

Mr. KILDEE. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
ask the House of Representatives to pay trib-
ute to a wonderful man who passed away on 
August 19, Dan Neeley. Dan was a dear 
friend and his passing grieves me deeply. 

Dan began working for Buick Motor Cor-
poration on September 12, 1963. He was a 
dedicated employee and a dedicated citizen. 
He was honorably discharged from the United 
States Army in 1967 after serving two years. 
After returning to his job at Buick, Dan be-
came active in the UAW. As a member of 
Local 599 he was elected in numerous posts 
until he passed away. Between 1971 and his 
passing Dan served as Alternate Committee-
man, Committeeman, Shop Committee, Alter-
nate Shop Committee, Alternate Benefit Rep-
resentative, the Jobs Bank Coordinator, and 
he was a delegate to UAW Constitutional Con-
ventions and Bargaining Conventions. He was 
a member of the Civil Rights Committee, the 
FEPC Committee and the CAP Committee, 
and he was a founding member of the ‘‘Unity 
for Justice Black Caucus.’’ 

His determination to provide equal represen-
tation to all persons led him to be involved in 
the community. Dan held in his heart the 
words of Reverend Jesse Jackson, ‘‘Educate 
yourself on all levels: academic as well as po-
litical for knowledge is power.’’ His belief in the 
power of those words persuaded Dan to orga-
nize the ‘‘Get Out the Vote Center’’ in Flint. 
His support for minority owned business 
brought about the ‘‘Black Business Awareness 
Day.’’ His ideas and involvement were the 
genesis for greater union recognition of the 
contributions of minorities. He led marches to 
promote the inclusion of minorities in Joint 
Programs jobs and he was instrumental in ad-
vancing minorities in leadership positions. Dan 
loved people and the community acknowl-
edged this love. Dan was especially proud to 
have received the Drum Major Award from the 
City of Flint and the Walter Reuther Twenty 
Year Distinguished Service Award from the 
union. 

His family, friends and the community will 
remember the compassionate man devoted to 
helping those in need. We will hold in our 
hearts and minds his goodness, his fire, his 
keen intellect and strong desire for justice. I 
ask the House of Representatives to rise and 
join me in honoring Dan Neeley and his life-
long pursuit of a better world.

NYUMBANI ORPHANAGE MARKS 
10TH ANNIVERSARY

HON. GEORGE MILLER 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, September 4, 2002

Mr. GEORGE MILLER of California. Mr. 
Speaker, I rise today to join with Members of 
this House and many others throughout the 
world in congratulating Father Angelo 
D’Agostino, SJ., MD and his dedicated team 
who are marking the 10th anniversary of the 
founding of the Nyumbani Orphanage in 
Nairobi, Kenya. Father D’Ag, as he is univer-
sally known, created and has tirelessly built 
this unique facility for HIV-positive children in 
the midst of AID-ravaged sub-Saharan Africa. 
I had the honor to visit Nyumbani several 
years ago, as have several other Members of 
the House and Senate, and I know we all sa-
lute Father D’Ag, his staff, and the children for 
the great work they are doing. 

Before Nyumbani, HIV-positive children 
were being abandoned, excluded from 
schools, orphanages and hospitals, left to die 
without medical care or a home. Father D’Ag, 
a physician and priest, has built this refuge for 
the children, including a modem medical lab-
oratory and school, and increasingly is beating 
the odds and providing the children a chance 
to survive and live productive lives. 

Nyumbani also operates the Lea Toto com-
munity-based outreach program which works 
in the desperate slums of Nairobi with adults 
and young people who are HIV-positive or at 
risk of AIDS, educating them and providing 
medical services. Today, the Nyumbani or-
phanage is caring for 85 children. As Father 
D’Ag recently wrote, ‘‘When Nyumbani was 
first established, very few of us thought these 
children would grow to adulthood, but through 
all your love, prayers, care, attention and val-
ued contributions and donations, we are keep-
ing the kids alive, happy and educated. We 
expect them to become valued members of 
Kenyan society.’’ 

The program is also making progress in 
changing public attitudes about HIV children, 
and recently was informed by the Nairobi City 
Council Education Office that they are re-
questing local schools to accept Nyumbani’s 
school-age children. This was unthinkable just 
a short while ago in Kenya, and a genuine 
testament to the great work of the Nyumbani 
project. I am also very pleased to bear that 
the U.S. Ambassador to Kenya, Johnnie Car-
son, whom I met during his earlier service in 
Ho Chi Minh City, is planning on honoring 
Nyumbani at an embassy reception later this 
year. 

It goes without saying that the financing of 
the Nyumbani program continues to be a daily 
struggle notwithstanding the many contribu-
tions from individuals and governments. There 
is a new ‘‘Nyumbani Gift Shop’’ that sells lo-
cally-made items and gives all profits to the 
Nyumbani project. While in Kenya, I urged our 
local AID offices to expand U.S. assistance to 

this worthy program, and I very much hope 
that we will continue to provide assistance 
without imposing burdensome regulations that 
handicap the ability of the project to utilize our 
funds efficiently. In addition, efforts to secure 
private contributions and donations to enable 
Nyumbani to continue and expand its efforts in 
Africa continue in the United States and world-
wide. 

The Nyumbani program is offering medical 
services, education, family and hope to doz-
ens of children and others in Kenya, and de-
serves the recognition and support of all Mem-
bers of the House and all Americans. I salute 
Dr. D’Ag and his co-workers, and the children 
of Nyumbani on their 10th anniversary.
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TRIBUTE TO SHIRLEY MAE GREEN

HON. JOE BACA 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, September 4, 2002

Mr. BACA. Mr. Speaker, I would like to pay 
tribute to the life of Shirley Mae Green, a be-
loved community member. 

Shirley was born July 22, 1924 in Bristol, 
Virginia. She moved to Dayton, Ohio when 
she was a teenager, and graduated from Roo-
sevelt High School in 1943. 

Shirley was a caring, pro-active, and self-
giving individual. She was very involved in her 
beloved community of Bloomington, California. 
From her involvement in various organizations 
such as the Parent Teacher Association and 
the Norton Air Force Base Chapel she only 
wanted to be of service. Her wholehearted ef-
forts to improve the community made her a 
prime candidate to serve on the Parks and 
Recreation and the Colton Unified School Dis-
trict Boards. Her desire to improve and moti-
vate the Bloomington community was visible 
from her involvement in Bloomington’s Christ-
mas Tree Lighting, Clean-Up Day, Easter Egg 
Hunt, and numerous parades. Furthermore, 
she was an advocate for the Senior Center 
and walking trail at Ayala Park. 

Shirley’s contributions to her Bloomington 
community have been recognized through her 
citizen of the year award in 1987, her two 
awards from the Bloomington Chamber of 
Commerce in 1986 and 1988, and her award 
from the California Jaycees in 1987. 

Shirley passed away on Wednesday, Au-
gust 28, 2002. She is survived by her husband 
Jerome Green, daughters Sharron, Jerri-Lynn 
and Laurie, sons Dennis and Joe, and seven 
grandchildren and five great-grandchildren. 
Her family, innumerable friends, and the entire 
community will miss her greatly. 

And so Mr. Speaker, I submit this memorial 
to be included in the archives of the history of 
this great nation, for individuals like Shirley are 
unique in their generous contributions to this 
country.
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IN RECOGNITION OF MRS. MURIEL 

SARGENT NORTH

HON. MARGE ROUKEMA 
OF NEW JERSEY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, September 4, 2002

Mrs. ROUKEMA. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to recognize and congratulate a beloved mem-
ber of our community in northern New Jer-
sey—Mrs. Muriel Sargent North, who cele-
brated her 100th birthday on August 31, 2002. 

For a full century, Muriel has demonstrated 
a sincere commitment to promoting education. 
After graduating from Wheaton College, she 
worked as a school teacher in New Hampshire 
before settling in Ridgewood to raise a family 
with her husband, Ernest ‘‘Hap’’ North. In New 
Jersey, Muriel served as a member of the Col-
lege Club of Ridgewood, a charitable organi-
zation that seeks to expand opportunities for 
advanced education by offering need-based 
grant and interest-free loan programs to stu-
dents. Her involvement in the Club, which is 
composed of women who are graduates of 
four year colleges and universities, led to her 
election as president, a position she held from 
1949 to 1951. 

Muriel is an outstanding example of the type 
of person who makes Bergen County such a 
wonderful place. An exemplary citizen, during 
the Second World War Muriel assisted the 
country in the war effort by participating in the 
American Women’s Volunteer Service. As an 
active member of St. Elizabeth’s Episcopal 
Church and the local Wheaton College Club, 
Muriel donated her time to support the activi-
ties of these worthy groups. In addition, Muriel 
served as a leader in the community Girl 
Scouts chapter. 

Full of energy and with a spirit of adventure, 
Muriel’s enthusiasm is truly contagious. Even 
at the age of 100, she remains active in the 
Heath Village Community, participating in 
many of the group’s planned trips and outings. 
Her hard work and assistance in organizing 
the Heath Village Craft Fair have helped to 
make the event a tremendous success. 

It is an honor to recognize Muriel Sargent 
North today for her 100 incredible years of 
service to her fellow citizens and her generous 
spirit. Muriel’s outlook on life is a wonderful 
example for us all. Bergen County is truly for-
tunate to have her as a member of the com-
munity. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues in the 
House of Representatives to join me in con-
gratulating Muriel Sargent North on her mile-
stone 100th birthday.

f

TRIBUTE TO JOHN YORKO

HON. DALE E. KILDEE 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, September 4, 2002

Mr. KILDEE. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize a good friend and a wonderful per-
son, John Yorko. John was honored on Au-
gust 21st in my hometown of Flint, Michigan 
by his friends, and former co-workers for his 
dedicated service to the United Auto Workers 
and its membership. 

John started working at the Fisher Body 1 
plant on February 2, 1934. He joined the CIO 

the next year and in 1936 he participated in 
the historic Sit Down Strike. He was inside the 
plant until the strike ended on February 11, 
1937 with an agreement between the union 
and General Motors. John’s career as a life-
long advocate for working men and women 
was born in that fateful event. 

Shortly thereafter he was elected as an al-
ternate committeeman and served in that ca-
pacity until the plant was converted to World 
War II production. During the war he worked 
in the aluminum foundry at Buick, building the 
Allison airplane engine. He served as a Local 
599 committeeman for the duration of the war 
and returned to Fisher Body in 1946. He re-
mained at Fisher Body for the next forty years 
and was elected to numerous committees and 
groups culminating in his repeated election as 
President of Local 581. John served as that 
Local’s president more times than any other 
individual. From there he was elevated to 
President of Region 1C. He worked tirelessly 
on statewide and national committees for the 
United Auto Workers to bring about tolerable 
working conditions, equitable pay, and a hu-
mane environment for the workers of our 
country. 

On October 1, 1974 he retired from Fisher 
Body with 40.8 years of service but his union 
career was just getting its second wind. He or-
ganized the Flint Area Retired Workers Coun-
cil in 1978 and served as its president for 22 
years. His work with the United Auto Workers 
retirees led him to one of his greatest achieve-
ments. Instrumental in compiling a written 
record of the Flint Sit Down Strike in 1987 for 
its 50th Anniversary, John is recognized by 
the community as the historian who captured 
the memories of that event for future genera-
tions. He took the recollections of the men and 
women who acted with courage and boldness 
in 1936, and ensured that their words and ac-
tions will live forever. Our children and grand-
children will be able to learn about the valor of 
these individuals who changed our world for-
ever. Our debt to him is immeasurable. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask the House of Represent-
atives to rise today and pay tribute to one of 
the great men. John Yorko’s humility, compas-
sion, and forthrightness have inspired many to 
follow in his footsteps. I am proud to call him 
my friend.

f

OUTSTANDING SERVICE OF 
REVEREND MARVIN WILLIAMS

HON. CAROLYN McCARTHY 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, September 4, 2002

Mrs. MCCARTHY of New York. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise in recognition of Reverend Marvin 
Williams’ devotion to the Christ’s First Pres-
byterian Church of Hempstead. 

Reverend Williams has an admirable back-
ground. He has an undergraduate degree from 
Old Dominion University, and Master of Divin-
ity degree from the Interdenominational Theo-
logical Center. Williams expects to receive a 
Master of Arts degree from Vanderbilt Univer-
sity in December 2002, and anticipates earn-
ing a Doctorate of Philosophy degree in the 
area of Biblical Studies in December 2003, 
after successful completion of his dissertation 
project. 

The Reverend has touched many lives 
through his ministering. Over the past 16 

years, he has served in varying capacities, in-
cluding chaplain in the United States Air Force 
Reserve, Director of Christian Education at the 
Brookhaven Church in Nashville, Tennessee, 
and adjunct professor at Nyack College. His 
service in the pastorate has included the Ren-
aissance Church of Chattanooga, Tennessee; 
the Roseville Church of Newark, New Jersey; 
and the North Church of Manhattan, New 
York. 

Reverend Williams has ministered to 
Christ’s First and the surrounding community 
for the past 8 years. Word of his wisdom and 
strong belief spread quickly, and the church 
rapidly expanded to include a large number of 
congregants. His preaching reached a global 
level through the Worldwide Ministries Division 
of the Presbyterian Church (USA), an organi-
zation that distributed his sermons in Switzer-
land, Portugal, Spain, Chile, Argentina and 
Uruguay. 

Our community was lucky to have Reverend 
Williams in our midst for the past 8 years. His 
sermons and lectures have taught us a great 
deal about God, charity, the church and our 
community. We wish him well in his future en-
deavors, and we will miss him greatly.

f

THE EXTENT OF CORPORATE 
GREED

HON. GEORGE MILLER 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, September 4, 2002

Mr. GEORGE MILLER of California. Mr. 
Speaker, for weeks we have heard of the ap-
parently boundless greed of the leaders of 
some of America’s largest corporations—
greed that has led them to ignore the retire-
ment needs of their own employees and dev-
astate their pension funds, slash their retiree 
health benefits, mislead their own investors 
and stockholders, lie to public regulators, and 
cheat taxpayers. 

That greed has taken the form of uncon-
scionable salaries and benefits, grotesque re-
tirement benefits (even as employee retirees 
were being deprived of their life savings), 
cashing out weakening stocks (even as they 
encouraged employees to invest more in the 
same depreciating stocks), preposterous in-
sider loans, and other types of executive com-
pensation that financed a lifestyle of multi-mil-
lion dollar homes and other lavish displays of 
wealth. 

As Arianna Huffington has recently pointed 
out, we might read the numbers that describe 
the greed of these corporate criminals, but the 
numbers are simply beyond comprehension. 
Ms. Huffington has thoughtfully calculated 
some comparisons to help us appreciate the 
extent of the greed. 

Take, for example, the practice of corpora-
tions making astronomical—and usually unse-
cured—loans of tens or even hundreds of mil-
lions of dollars to their executives: loans there 
is no realistic expectation they will repay, and 
loans which certainly are not being offered to 
other employees of the corporations. I recently 
introduced legislation, H.R. 5048, prohibiting 
such loans in excess of $50,000, a version of 
which was incorporated into the recently en-
acted accounting reform legislation thanks to 
the initiative of Senator CHARLES S. SCHUMER 
of New York.
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